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lo On 25 October 1954, Major General Menzel (fnu), chief of the ¥ain Acminis-
tration for Finance and Organization of the East Cerman Minisiry of the
Interior, appealed to Richard Goschuetz, State Secretary in the Hin: stry
for Heavy Industry, for his intervention in getting an order filled o
about 300,000 practice cartridges which had been given to VEB Presswerk
Spromberg by the Ministry of the {nterior. In his appeal, Menzel accused
the diractorate of that plant of being remiss in i1ts work. Although the
cuntract for the ammunition had been signed on 24 April 1954, setting the
delivery date as in the period between 1 July and 25 November 1954, at
the suggestion of the plant, it had been learned on a visit to thy plant
on 20 October that as of that date the work on the ammunition had not
even ‘vegun.

7. The reason given by VEB Presswerk Spremberg for the delay was thet a
change had been made by the Ministry of the *nterior in the spec’ fi-
cationg for the cartridges. The mathod of gsecuring the metal cariridge bases
(Patronenbocden) on the ammunition previocuc!.y manu-
facturczd by VEB Presswerk Spremberg had baen found to be unsatiusfactory
and it wes agreed that they should be sesured with threaded pins (Gewinde-
zapfen) instead of being glued (einkleben). _ Th: plant

did not succeed in making models of the cartridges with the nex method

of securing thc bases until the end cf September. When the Administration
for Planning and Procurement of the Ministry of the lnterior :omplained

at the delay, the plant c¢ited the shortage of about eight metrie

toiia of automatic steel (Automatenstahl)bvhich was required to make the
cartridge bases.

A1 a discussion of the matter with an official of the Ministry of the
Interior on 19 August 1954, the pYaht had given written assurances that
the conplete order of ammunition would be 4 ed by the final delivery
date agreed on - 25 November 1954. Howaver, zel stated, it was

obvious that the plant did not huave sufficient productive capacity' to
meet tiis desdline 2nd that the ammunition would not be delivercd on time.
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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 7.3' 25X1
Aap 104, OF THE 8.3, SO, s AMAD, 153 RARSIioN on POVIL THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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1. On 25 October 1954, Major General Menzel (fnu), chiefoof the Main Adminis-
tration for Finance and Organization of the East German Ministry of the
Interior, appealed to Richard Goschuetz, State Secretary in the Ministry
66r Heavy Industry, for his intervention in getting an order filled for
about 300,000 practice cartridges which had been given to VEB Presswerk
Spremberg by the Ministry of the Interior. In his appeal, Menzel accused
the directorate of that plant of being remiss in its work. Although the
contract for the ammunition had been signed on 24 April 1954, setting the
delivery date as in the period between 1 July and 25 November 1954, at
the suggestion of the plant, it had been learned on a visit to the plant
on 20 Bctober that as of that date the work on the ammunition had not
even begun. 25X1

2. The reason given by VEB Presswerk Spremberg for the delsa
change had been made Ly the Ministry of the nterlor N
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and it was agreed that they shogli€ We ®Stuped with thveeded pins (Gewinde-
zapfen) instead of being glued elnkleben), : The plant

did not succeed in making models of the caztsidges wi new method
of securing the bases until the end of Sepﬂll.l! '.ll e Admlnlstration
for Planning and Prieumm 4 &

at the delay, the plim®)

tens of automatic sdee
cartridge bases.

%as that a

3. At a discussion of the matter with an official of thetMinistry of the
Interior on 19 August 1954, the plant had given written assurances that
the complete order of ammunition would be delivered by the final delivery
date agreed on - 25 November 1954. However, Menzel stated, it was
obvious that the plant did not have:sufficient productive capacity to
meet tis deadline and that the ammunition would not be delivered on time.
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